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2.0  PLANT COMMUNITIES AND SPECIES OF CONCERN 

2.1  INTRODUCTION 

The Plan addresses biological requirements prior to new construction activities on the 
Inglewood Oil Field, as specified in the CSD.  The focus is on sensitive vegetation communities, 
and vegetation communities that may provide habitat for special-status species. 

2.2  SENSITIVE VEGETATION COMMUNITIES 

Sensitive vegetation communities are defined as those communities that are not degraded, or 
are only somewhat degraded by non-native species. As defined in the EIR, sensitive 
communities contain a diversity of native plant species, the soils and natural topography are 
mostly intact, and the habitat area is of sufficient size that potential edge effects would be minor 
to moderate (MRS 2008).  The following vegetation communities are present on the Inglewood 
Oil Field and are considered sensitive based on the analysis in the EIR: 

1. Coastal Sagebrush Scrub (CS);  

2. Coyote Brush Scrub (CBS);   

3. Riparian Scrub (RS);   

4. Degraded Riparian Scrub (dRS);   

5. Willow (W); 

6. Oak Woodland (O); and  

7. Native Grassland (NG).   

2.3  SENSITIVE PLANT SPECIES  

The ecological assessment conducted by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
Foundation in 2000-2001 found no State of Federally Endangered or Threatened plant species 
present within the Baldwin Hills area (NGMLACF 2001).  Searches of regulatory databases 
(CNDDB and CNPS) found no historical records for special status plant species occurring within 
the PXP Inglewood Oil Field. Several special status plant species were reported within the 5 
mile buffer queried. However, many of these species occurred in habitat types not present 
within the Inglewood Oil Field.  Table 2-1 presents the special status plant species with some 
potential to occur within the Inglewood oil field, based on the habitat types present and based 
on historical occurrences of those species within 5 miles of the CSD boundary. Historical 
occurrences are based on the CNDDB and CNPS queries, and on survey results presented in 
the NHMLACF Ecological Assessment and the EIR. 
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Table 2-1.  Special Status Plant Species Potentially Occurring in the Inglewood Oil Field 

Scientific Name    
Common Name 

Listing 
Status Habitat Characteristics 

Potential to Occur in Project 
Area 

Atriplex paifica 
South coast 
saltbrush 

CNPS 1B 
Occurs in coastal bluff scrub, 
coastal dunes, coastal scrub, and 
playas at low elevation. 

May be present in the less 
disturbed areas of coastal scrub 
on the project site. 

Atriplex serenana 
var. davidsonii 
Davidson's 
saltscale 

CNPS 1B, S2 
Occurs in coastal bluff scrub and 
coastal scrub. Typically found in 
alkaline soils at low elevations. 

Historically mapped in the 
Cienega area. May be present in 
the less disturbed areas of 
coastal scrub on the project site. 

Centromadia 
parryi ssp. 
australis 
Southern tarplant 

CNPS 1B, S2 

Occurs in coastal marshes and 
swamps (margins), and valley or 
foothill grassland. Often 
associated with alkaline soils 
sometimes with saltgrass. 

Reported from the Cienega area 
within 1 mile of the project site. 
This species has been known to 
occur in seasonally moist 
disturbed areas and there could 
be potential for it to occur on the 
project site around areas that are 
seasonally saturated or ponded. 

Juglans 
californica 
southern 
California black 
walnut 

CNPS 4.2 
Occurs in chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, and coastal scrub on 
alluvial soils.  

Individuals observed in Kenneth 
Hahn State Recreation Area 
(NHMLACF 2001). Trees may 
have been observed on the 
project site, but identification to 
species was not confirmed 
(Sigma Engineering 2008). May 
be present on site. 

Symphyotrichum 
defoliatum 
San Bernardino 
aster  

CNPS 1B, S3 

Prefers meadows and seeps, 
marshes and swamps, coastal 
scrub, cismontane woodland, 
lower montane coniferous forest 
and grasslands. Usually found in 
vernally mesic grassland or near 
ditches, streams and springs and 
disturbed areas.  

Historically mapped in the 
Cienega area, but believed 
extirpated by urbanization. Not 
expected to occur but appropriate 
habitat does exist on site. 

Codes 
CNPS 1B = California Native Plant Society: plants rare or endangered in California and elsewhere 
CNPS 4.2 = California Native Plant Society: plants have a limited distribution in California 
S2 = State of California Imperiled 
S3 = State of California Vulnerable 
Source: California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database 

2.4  SPECIAL STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES 

The ecological assessment conducted by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
Foundation in 2000-2001 found no State or Federally Endangered or Threatened invertebrate, 
reptile, amphibian, or mammal species present within the Baldwin Hills area (NHMLACF 2001). 
The assessment, as well as searches of regulatory databases (CNDDB) found historical 
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occurrences for seven species, as well as several other species within a five mile buffer of the 
CSD boundary. However, many of these species occur in habitats not found within the 
Inglewood Oil Field.  Based on the NHMLACF review and the CNDDB query, Table 2-2 
presents the special status wildlife species with some potential to occur within the Inglewood Oil 
Field based on the habitats present and based on historical occurrences of those species within 
5 miles of the CSD boundary. 

Table 2-2. Special Status Wildlife Species Potentially Occurring in the Inglewood Oil Field 

Scientific Name    
Common Name 

Listing Status 
(Federal/State) Habitat Characteristics 

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area 

Invertebrates 

Danaus plexippus 
Monarch butterfly    --/S3 

Winter roost sites extend along the 
west coast from Mendocino to Baja 
California, Mexico. Roosts are typically 
located in wind protected tree groves 
(eucalyptus, Monterey pine and 
cypress) with nectar and water 
sources available. 

Eucalyptus groves are 
available onsite but are not 
known as roosting areas. 
This species may occur as 
a transient. 

Reptiles 

Actinemys 
marmorata pallida 
Southwestern 
pond turtle 

--/SC, S2 

Inhabits permanent or nearly 
permanent bodies of water in diverse 
habitat types below 6000 ft. Requires 
suitable nesting and basking sites 
such as partially submerged logs, 
vegetation mats or open mud banks. 

Western pond turtles have 
not been observed on the 
site. Riparian corridors are 
generally lacking deep 
water and appropriate 
nesting areas. Potential to 
occur is low. 

Phrynosoma 
coronatum 
(blainvillii 
population) 
Coast (San 
Diego) horned 
lizard 

--/SC, S3 

Inhabits coastal sage scrub and 
chaparral in arid and semi-arid 
climates. Prefers friable, rocky and 
shallow sandy soils.  

Has not been recorded in 
the project area although 
suitable habitat is present. 

Batrachoseps 
pacificus major 
Garden slender 
salamander 

--/SC 
Occurs in coastal sage scrub, 
chaparral, riparian and grassland 
habitats, and woodlands. 

This species was last 
observed in the Baldwin 
Hills in 1975 (NHMLACF 
2001) and may still occur. 

Mammals 

Antrozous pallidus  
Pallid bat --/SC, S3 

Inhabits Deserts, grasslands, shrub 
lands, woodlands and forest. Most 
common in open, dry habitats with 
rocky areas for roosting. Sensitive to 
disturbance of roosting sites. 

This species has not been 
detected but has the 
potential to occur. 
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Scientific Name    
Common Name 

Listing Status 
(Federal/State) Habitat Characteristics 

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area 

Eumops perotis 
californicus 
Western mastiff 
bat 

--/SC, S3 

Open, semi-arid to arid habitats, 
including conifers and deciduous 
woodlands, coastal scrub, grasslands 
and chaparral. Roosts in crevices in 
cliff faces, high buildings, trees and 
tunnels.  

This species has not been 
detected but has the 
potential to occur. 

Lasionycteris 
noctivagans 
Silver-haired bat 

--/S3, S4 

Primarily a coastal and Montane forest 
dweller. Feeds over streams, ponds 
and open brushy areas. Roosts near 
water, in hollow trees, beneath 
exfoliating bark, abandoned 
woodpecker holes and rarely under 
rocks.  

This species has not been 
detected but has the 
potential to occur. 

Lasiurus cinereus 
Hoary bat --/S4 

Prefers open habitats or habitat 
mosaics, with access to trees for 
cover. Feeding areas include open 
habitats or habitat edges. Roosts near 
water, in dense foliage of medium to 
large trees. Feeds primarily on moths. 

This species has not been 
detected but has potential 
to occur. 

Lepus californicus 
bennettii 
San Diego black 
tailed jackrabbit 

--/SC This species occupies grasslands, 
agricultural fields and coastal scrub. 

This species was identified 
in the project vicinity from 
signs (NHMLACF 2001). 

Perognathus 
longimembris 
brevinasus 
Los Angeles 
pocket mouse 

--/SC 
This species occupies arid grassland 
and coastal sage scrub habitats, 
typically with fine, sandy soils. 

This species has the 
potential to be present in 
the project vicinity based on 
historical sources 
(NHMLACF 2001). 

Neotoma lepida 
itermedia 
San Diego desert 
woodrat 

--/SC 

This species occupies coastal sage 
scrub and chaparral along with Joshua 
tree woodlands, pinyon-juniper 
woodlands, and desert habitats. 

San Diego desert woodrat 
was identified in the project 
vicinity from a small 
mammal trapping survey for 
the Biota of Baldwin Hills in 
2000 (NHMLACF 2001). 

Taxidea taxus 
American badger --/SC, S4 

Most abundant in the drier open fertile 
stages of shrub, forest, and 
herbaceous habitats. Inhabits areas 
with sufficient food sources, friable 
soils and open, uncultivated ground. 

While some appropriate 
habitat is present on site, 
there is very low potential 
for this species to occur. 

Codes 
-- = no listing 
FE = federally listed as Endangered 
FT = federally listed as Threatened 
FC= federal candidate for listing 
CE = listed by the state of California as Endangered 
CT = listed by the state of California as Threatened 
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Scientific Name    
Common Name 

Listing Status 
(Federal/State) Habitat Characteristics 

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area 

CR = listed by the state of California as Rare 
SC = CDFG species of concern 
CNPS 1A = California Native Plant Society: plants believed to be extinct in California 
CNPS 1B = California Native Plant Society: plants rare or endangered in California and elsewhere 
CNPS 2 = California Native Plant Society: plants are threatened in California 
S2 = State of California – Imperiled 
S3 = State of California – Vulnerable 
S4 = State of California - Apparently Secure 
Source: California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database 

2.5  SPECIAL STATUS AVIAN SPECIES 

The ecological assessment conducted by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
Foundation in 2000-2001 found historical evidence for 166 different species of birds in the 
Baldwin Hills. Approximately 41 of those were determined to currently nest in the area and an 
additional 18 species historically nested or may still occasionally nest in the area.  Based on the 
NHMLACF review and the CNDDB query, Table 2-3 presents the special status avian species 
with some potential to occur within the Inglewood Oil Field based on the habitats present and 
based on historical occurrences of those species within 5 miles of the CSD boundary. 

Table 2-3.  Special Status Avian Species Potentially Occurring in the PXP Oil Field. 

Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Listing 
Status 

(Federal/St
ate) Habitat Characteristics Potential to Occur in Project Area 

Athene cunicularia 
Burrowing owl --/SC, S2 

This species occupies dry, 
annual or perennial 
grasslands, deserts, and 
scrublands in California. 

There are no recent records of 
burrowing owls in the project area, 
although marginal habitat for this 
species is present onsite. 

Accipiter cooperi 
Cooper's hawk 

--/WL 
(nesting) 

This is a relatively common 
resident in the woodlands of 
the L.A. Basin. 

Documented breeding just north of 
Baldwin Hills in tall trees at The Village 
Green (NHMLACF 2001). It is likely to 
occur within the site, nesting is 
uncertain on the project site. 

Empidonax traillii 
extimus 
Southwestern 
willow flycatcher  

FE/SE, S1 

Found in riparian woodlands 
in southern California. Nests 
in willow riparian areas, 
generally over water. 

While riparian areas with willow habitat 
exist on the site, the habitat quality is 
generally low and little flowing water 
exists. This species has a very low 
potential to nest on-site. 

Elanus caeruleus 
white tailed kite 

--/FP 
(nesting) 

White-tailed kites favor 
agricultural areas, 
grasslands, marshes, 
savannas, and other open 
land or sparsely wooded 
areas. 

Suitable foraging habitat is present and 
therefore this species may occur on the 
project site but is not expected to nest in 
the area. 
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Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Listing 
Status 

(Federal/St
ate) Habitat Characteristics Potential to Occur in Project Area 

Falco peregrinus 
anatum 
American 
peregrine falcon  

FE/SE/FP 
(nesting) 

This species is found in a 
wide variety of habitats from 
mountains to marine 
environments. 

This species has been recently 
recorded in the vicinity of Baldwin Hills 
at Marina del Rey and Exposition Park 
(NHMLACF 2001) and is therefore likely 
to occur within the site as a flyover and 
forager. 

Lanius 
ludovicianus 
Loggerhead shrike 

--/SC 
(nesting) 

This species breeds in a 
variety of habitats, including 
urban and disturbed. 

Loggerhead shrikes are a regularly 
observed resident of the project area 
and may nest, although this species is 
known to breed in only 2 or 3 locations 
in the entire LA Basin. 

Eremophila 
alpestris actia 
California horned 
lark 

--/WL 

This species prefers open, 
barren habitat. It also prefers 
bare ground to short 
grasses. 

This species may be an occasional non-
breeding visitor, but has low potential to 
occur within the project area. 

Campylorhynchus 
brunneicapillus 
couesi 
Coastal cactus 
wren 

--/SC (San 
Diego Co. 

and Orange 
Co.) 

This species prefers coastal 
sage scrub and requires 
prickly pear cactus for 
nesting habitat. 

Suitable habitat exists within the project 
area; however, the species has not 
been documented in the area within the 
last ten years. A large population was 
present in the vicinity of Baldwin Hills 
until the early 1990’s and this species 
was last documented in the area in 
1996 (NHMLACF 2001). 

Dendroica 
petechia bresteri 
Yellow warbler 

--/SC 
(nesting) 

This species prefers riparian 
habitat. 

It is a common spring and fall transient 
that occurs in the project area and is not 
expected to nest due to lack of suitable 
nesting habitat. 

Polioptila 
californica 
californica 
Coastal California 
gnatcatcher 

FT/SC 

This species is an obligate, 
permanent resident of 
coastal sage scrub below 
2500ft. in Southern 
California. 

One individual of this species was 
reported within coastal scrub habitat 
adjacent to the study area (CDFG 2009) 
in 1980. Marginal to poor habitat for this 
species is present on the site. 

Aimophila ruficeps 
canascens 
Southern 
California rufous-
crowned sparrow 

--/WL 

This species inhabits coastal 
sage scrub on steep slopes, 
open oak woodlands and dry 
uplands. It prefers grassy 
vegetation and bushes, often 
near rocky outcrops. 

This status of this species within the 
Inglewood Oilfield area is uncertain. The 
habitat this species requires is present, 
but the species has not been observed 
in the Baldwin Hills since 2000 
(NHMLACF 2001). 

Codes 
-- = no listing 
FE = federally listed as Endangered 
FT = federally listed as Threatened 
SE = listed by the state of California as Endangered 
S1 = State of California – Critically Imperiled 
S2 = State of California – Imperiled 
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Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Listing 
Status 

(Federal/St
ate) Habitat Characteristics Potential to Occur in Project Area 

SC = CDFG species of concern 
WL = listed by the state of California as watch listed 
Source: California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database 

2.6  INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

An inventory of invasive plant species was conducted by ENTRIX biologists in March 2009. The 
purpose of the survey was to characterize baseline conditions related to invasive plant 
establishment, and to provide information in support of the evaluation of potential restoration 
sites.  Over 40 different exotic plant species were recorded during the inventory, and although 
most species were present at very low densities, they were well distributed throughout the field. 
The most dominant species included castor bean (Ricinus communis), ripgut brome (Bromus 
diandrus), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), pampas grass (Cortaderia jubata), cultivated radish 
(Raphanus sativus), sweet fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), wild oat (Avena fatua), and prickly 
Russian thistle (Salsola tragus).  
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3.0 SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES HABITAT PROTECTION PLAN 

The following section presents a step by step process developed to ensure the protection of 
potentially occurring special status plant and wildlife species and for the protection of habitat 
that may support these species. The plan is arranged as a sequence of procedural steps to be 
followed in order to guide PXP through the Special Status Species and Habitat Protection 
process. 

STEP 1 – IDENTIFICATION OF BIOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS AND PROJECT 
SIGHTING  

Prior to new construction, review Figure 1 to determine whether the construction or grading 
project may impact sensitive vegetation communities or potential habitat for special-status 
species.  If a proposed construction or grading project is located within a non-vegetated, 
developed area, the project can move forward without additional surveys or other mitigation 
requirements. If a proposed construction or grading project is located within a vegetated area, 
nesting bird surveys are required.  If a proposed construction or grading project is located within 
sensitive vegetation communities or potential habitat for special-status species as defined in 
Figure 1, the preconstruction biological surveys are required as described in Step 2. 

STEP 2 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION BIOLOGICAL SURVEYS 

Prior to the start of new construction activities (grading or vegetation removal) pre-construction 
biological surveys may be required. Table 3-1 presents a list of all vegetation community types, 
and which pre-construction biological surveys are necessary. Surveys shall be conducted by a 
qualified biologist and/or wetland scientist (if required). The biological surveyor will be 
responsible for documenting the results of the surveys and PXP will provide a copy of the 
survey reports to the County. A summary of each pre-construction survey is provided below.  
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Table 3-1. Pre-Construction Surveys Required for each Vegetation Community 

 Pre-Construction Survey 

Vegetation Community 

Nesting Bird 
Survey (Feb. 
1 – Sept. 15 

only) ¹ 

Sensitive 
Plant 

Surveys 

Sensitive 
Wildlife 
Surveys 

Wetland 
Delineation ²

Developed Areas No Survey Required 

Vegetated Areas 

Eucalyptus Naturalized Forest (E) Yes No No No 

Ice Plant (IP) No Survey Required 

Man-Made and Maintained Pond (PD) Yes No No Maybe 

Pine Trees (PT) Yes No No No 

Weed Dominated (WD) Yes No No No 

Disturbed Coyote Brush Scrub (dCBS) Yes No No No 

Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 
(dCS) Yes No No No 

Sensitive Vegetation Communities 

Coyote Bush Scrub (CBS) Yes Yes Yes No 

Coastal Sagebrush Scrub (CS) Yes Yes Yes No 

Cottonwood Trees (CW) Yes No No No 

Native Grassland (NG) Yes Yes No No 

Interior Live Oak Woodland (O) Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Riparian Scrub (RS) Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Willows (W) Yes No No Yes 

Disturbed Riparian Scrub (dRS) Yes No No Yes 

Table Notes:  
1 –  Nesting bird surveys are required from February 1 to August 31 for raptors and from March 15 to September 15         
         for all other bird species. If project work occurs outside these times, no nesting bird surveys are required.  

2 – Wetland delineation is required prior to soil disturbance (i.e., grading or discharge of fill). Current vegetation       
        maintenance does not require a delineation. 
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Step 2.a. – Sensitive Plant Surveys 

Special status plant species are not likely to occur on the Inglewood Oil Field; however, the 
following vegetation community types have some potential to support special status plants 
and therefore require special status plant surveys prior to project construction: coyote bush 
scrub, coastal sagebrush scrub, native grassland, riparian scrub, and interior live oak 
woodland.  As stated in CSD Development Standard E.7.d.i, prior to construction, surveys 
shall be conducted for special status plant species in accordance with protocols established 
by the USFWS, CDFG, or CNPS. Surveys shall be conducted during the appropriate 
blooming period(s) by a qualified County-approved plant ecologist/botanist.  Focused pre-
construction plant surveys should focus on those species identified in Table 2-1. 

All federal or state-listed plant species shall be avoided, if present. Removal or damage to 
any federal or state-listed plan species would only be authorized through the context of a 
Biological Opinion or CDFG take authorization. 

Step 2.b. – Nesting Bird Surveys 

Nesting birds have the potential to occur within any vegetated habitat, including individual 
trees present throughout the oil field. Additionally, nesting birds can also be associated with 
some developed areas including building structures, bridges, tanks, etc. Nesting birds are 
most likely to occur in the following vegetation community types: coyote bush scrub, coastal 
sagebrush scrub, riparian scrub, willows and disturbed riparian scrub, cottonwood trees, and 
eucalyptus naturalized forest.  As stated in CSD Development Standard E.7.d.iii, PXP shall 
contract with an agency-approved qualified biologist who shall conduct pre-construction bird 
surveys and monitoring during construction in areas that would require the direct removal of 
coastal scrub vegetation, native and nonnative trees, or other areas where suitable nesting 
habitat for coastal cactus wren or other special status and migratory bird species may occur.  

Pre-construction surveys shall be conducted within 500 feet of any construction or grading 
activities. The surveys are only required as follows: 

• Surveys for raptors shall be conducted for all areas from February 1 to August 31. 

• Surveys for migratory bird species shall be conducted from March 15 to September 
15. 

If construction or grading projects occur outside of these breeding times, no pre-construction 
nesting bird surveys are required.  Pre-construction surveys for nesting birds should be 
conducted no more than one week prior to the start of construction or grading. 

If nesting migratory birds or nesting raptors are detected within 500 feet of the project area, 
proceed to Step 3.c. 

Step 2.c. – Sensitive Wildlife Surveys 

Special status wildlife species are not likely to occur on the oil field, but they have the 
potential to occur in the following vegetation community types: coyote brush scrub, coastal 
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sagebrush scrub, interior live oak woodland, and riparian scrub.  As stated in CSD 
Development Standard E.7.d.ii, PXP shall contract with a qualified County-approved 
biologist who shall conduct pre-construction surveys for special status wildlife species in all 
areas that support habitat for special status wildlife species within the vicinity of the project 
area.  Table 2-2 lists the species that may occur in the different habitat types.  Special status 
wildlife surveys should be conducted no more than two weeks prior to the construction or 
grading start date. 

If special status wildlife species are detected in or adjacent to the proposed work area, 
proceed to Step 3.b. 

Step 2.d. – Wetland Delineation 

Potential wetlands or other jurisdictional waters could exist in the following habitat types: 
riparian scrub, degraded riparian scrub, man-made and maintained ponds, and willows. As 
stated in CSD Development Standard E.7d.iv, prior to construction in any riparian or 
potential wetland drainage feature, a wetland delineation report shall be prepared by a 
qualified, County-approved biologist. PXP shall submit this report to the County and to the 
regulatory agencies during the application for water quality and dredge/fill permits. A 
wetland delineation is typically required to support an application for proposed fill into a 
jurisdictional water, and therefore would not be required for vegetation maintenance of 
existing retention ponds. To determine if a pond area qualifies as a jurisdictional wetland, a 
preliminary investigation should be conducted to determine if the area represents an 
historical, natural, watershed drainage.   

STEP 3 – PRE-CONSTRUCTION SENSITIVE SPECIES IMPACT AVOIDANCE AND 
MINIMIZATION MEASURES 

In the event that new construction takes place in areas of nesting birds, sensitive plant 
communities, or areas with special status species, the following steps should be implemented 
as appropriate. 

Step 3.a. – Pre-construction Impact Avoidance and Minimization Measures for Special 
Status Plant Species 

All federal or state-listed plant species found to be present in the construction or grading 
area shall be avoided. Removal or damage to any federal or state-listed plan species would 
only be authorized through the context of a Biological Opinion (FWS) or a CDFG take 
authorization. 

Populations of federal or state-listed plant species located within temporary construction 
areas shall be fenced or flagged for avoidance prior to construction and a biological monitor 
shall be present to ensure compliance with off-limit areas. 

Prior to site grading, any populations of federal-or state-listed plant species found during 
surveys shall be protected by a buffer zone. The buffer shall be of sufficient size to eliminate 
potential disturbance to the plants from human activity or any other type of disturbance, 
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such as trampling, dust or soil erosion. The size of the buffer will depend on the proposed 
use of immediate adjacent lands and considers the plant’s ecological requirements (e.g., 
sunlight, moisture, shade tolerance, edaphic physical and chemical characteristics). At a 
minimum, the buffer for tree and shrub species shall be equal to twice the drip line (i.e., two 
times the distance from the trunk to the canopy edge). The buffer for herbaceous species 
shall be, at a minimum, 25 feet from the perimeter of the population or individual. A smaller 
buffer may be established provided there are adequate measures in place to avoid take of 
the species and with the approval of the USFWS, CDFG, and County. 

Proceed to Step 4.a. for construction monitoring measures created for special status plant 
species.  

Step 3.b. – Pre-construction Impact Avoidance and Minimization Measures for Special 
Status Wildlife Species 

If individual special status animal species are found within the construction area, avoidance 
and impact minimization methods shall be implemented. These methods include the 
following: 

If special status wildlife species are detected in or adjacent to the proposed construction 
area, no work shall be conducted until a qualified biologist has inspected and cleared these 
areas.  

If coast horned lizard or other wildlife species of state concern is detected, wildlife 
exclusionary fencing shall be erected around the proposed disturbance area before ground 
disturbance occurs. Individuals found within the proposed disturbance area shall be 
removed by the biologist from the project area and relocated to nearby appropriate habitat. 

While no state or federally threatened or endangered species are expected to occur within 
the CSD, if such a species is encountered, no construction work may proceed and CDFG or 
USFWS shall be contacted for further direction. 

Proceed to Step 4.b. for construction monitoring measures created for special status wildlife.  

Step 3.c. – Pre-construction Impact Avoidance and Minimization Measures for Nesting 
Birds 

As stated in CSD Development Standard E.7.g, removal of native or non-native trees and 
riparian scrub vegetation shall be scheduled, as feasible, for removal outside the bird 
nesting season (February 1 to August 31 for raptors and March 15 to September 15 for 
sensitive/common birds) to avoid impacts to nesting birds. Removal should occur at ground 
level and leave the roots in place to facilitate restoration. 

If avoidance or removal of trees during the recommended periods (February 1 to September 
15) is not feasible, the County-approved biologist shall perform a survey to ensure that no 
nesting birds are present prior to vegetation removal (Step 2.b. described above). 
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If breeding birds with active nests are found, the biological monitor shall establish a buffer 
around the nest and no construction activities will be allowed within the buffer until the 
young have fledged from the nest or the nest fails. The buffer may be adjusted to reflect 
existing conditions including ambient noise and disturbance with the approval of the County 
and CDFG. 

If for any reason a nest must be removed during the nesting season, PXP shall provide 
written documentation demonstrating concurrence from the USFWS and CDFG authorizing 
the nest relocation and a written report documenting the relocation efforts. The report shall 
include the species, the nest location, what actions were taken to avoid moving the nest, the 
number and condition of the eggs taken from the nest, the location of where the eggs are 
incubated, the survival rate, the location of nests where the chicks are relocated and 
whether the birds were accepted by the adopted parent. 

Proceed to Step 4.c. for construction monitoring measures outlined for nesting birds.  

STEP 4 – CONSTRUCTION BIOLOGICAL MONITORING 

If pre-construction surveys identify special status plants or wildlife species or nesting birds, then 
throughout the duration of project construction, a biological monitor will periodically be present 
onsite. The biologist shall monitor and maintain any mitigation measures implemented for the 
protection of special status biological species determined to be present within or adjacent to the 
project area. The biological monitor shall be responsible for documenting the results of ongoing 
monitoring and PXP will provide a copy of the monitoring reports to the County. 

Step 4.a. – Construction Biological Monitoring for Sensitive Plant Species 

The biological monitor shall inspect and help maintain all fencing and flagging placed around 
special status plant species in order to prevent their disturbance due to construction 
activities. 

Step 4.b. – Construction Biological Monitoring for Sensitive Wildlife Species 

As stated in EIR Mitigation Measure BR.2-3 and CSD Development Standard E.7.f.ii-iv, a 
biological monitor shall be present during vegetation removal to ensure that wildlife (i.e., 
coast horned lizard and other common wildlife) species are not present and are not harmed. 
The biologist shall have authority to stop vegetation removal work if threats to the species 
are identified during monitoring. 

The biological monitor shall inspect and help maintain all exclusionary wildlife fencing placed 
to keep special status wildlife species out of the construction area. The biological monitor 
shall clear the work area every morning before work begins to confirm the absence of coast 
horned lizard or other sensitive wildlife species. 

If any individual animal listed as a state species of concern is found, it shall be relocated to 
suitable habitat outside the construction area. While no state or federally threatened or 
endangered species are expected to occur within the Inglewood Oil Field, if such a species 
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is encountered, no construction work may proceed and CDFG or USFWS shall be contacted 
for further direction. 

Step 4.c. – Construction Biological Monitoring for Nesting Birds 

As stated in Baldwin Hills EIR Mitigation Measure BR.2-2 and CSD Development Standard 
E.7.f.i-ii, the biological monitor shall conduct regular monitoring of any nests within or 
adjacent to construction area to determine success/failure and to ensure that construction 
activities are not conducted within the buffer(s) until the nesting cycle is complete or the nest 
fails. 

STEP 5 – MITIGATION FOR IMPACTS TO SENSITIVE HABITAT 

Following is a summary of mitigation requirements as outlined by the CSD, including the 
determination of required mitigation ratio, preparation of a habitat restoration and revegetation 
plan, and finally, selection of a mitigation site. Mitigation is required for impacts to the following 
sensitive vegetation communities: coastal sagebrush scrub, coyote brush scrub, riparian scrub, 
and oak woodland.  

Step 5.a. – Determination of Mitigation Ratio 

CSD Development Standard E.7.h.i-ii describes the mitigation ratios that are to be included 
in the Habitat Restoration and Revegetation Plan. The recommended ratios are: 

1:1 - For each acre of coastal sagebrush scrub or coyote bush scrub, lost, the applicant will 
implement appropriate restoration or enhancement techniques in areas meeting the 
description of Priority 1 or Priority 2 area.  

2:1 - For each acre of riparian scrub or oak woodland lost, the applicant will implement 
appropriate restoration or enhancement techniques in areas meeting the description of 
Priority 1 or Priority 2 areas. If oak trees are impacted, the Los Angeles County Oak Tree 
Ordinance requires preparation of an oak tree report and replacement with 15-gallon oaks at 
a ratio of 2:1, with replacement trees maintained for 2 years. Payment into an oak forests 
special fund may be considered if replacement is infeasible. 

However, the CSD also suggest that mitigation ratios may be modified so that Priority 1 and 
2 areas would get primary consideration for restoration projects (i.e., a lower mitigation ratio 
would be required if areas selected for restoration contribute to the overall function and 
value of the native habitats remaining in the project area). 

Step 5.b. – Preparation of a Habitat Restoration and Revegetation Plan 

If the construction project will result in an impact to a sensitive vegetation community, PXP 
shall, in accordance with CSD Development Standard E.7.b, obtain the services of a county 
approved restoration specialist to prepare a Habitat Restoration and Revegetation Plan for 
the impacted construction or grading project area.  If a Habitat Restoration and 
Revegetation Plan is required, it shall meet the following guidelines: 



PXP Inglewood Oil Field   
Special Status Species and Habitat Protection Plan  Baldwin Hills Community Standards District 

 18 May 2009 

• Document the community type and acreage of vegetation subject to disturbance. 
Impacts to trees greater than 3 inches diameter at breast height (dbh), including 
any sensitive trees (i.e., California walnut, oaks, and suitable nest trees), will be 
documented by identifying the species, number of trees subject to disturbance, 
and dbh; 

• Include a map or maps depicting the location of the mitigation site and the type of 
mitigation to be performed (i.e., onsite or off-site revegetation, enhancement, or 
acquisition of lands); 

• Include a list of native plant species to be used for restoration and revegetation 
including details concerning the salvaging, propagation and replanting of native 
plant species, including special status plant species, propagated from local 
genetic sources; 

• Include a schematic depicting the planting area; 

• Include planting specifications including methods for seeding, planting of 
container stock or other plant materials, and planting schedule; 

• Include a description of the irrigation system, if used; 

• Include monitoring procedures and minimum success criteria for habitat 
restoration efforts. The success criteria shall consider the level of disturbance 
and condition of the adjacent habitats. Success criteria shall also consider the 
functions and values of the habitat being replaced. Monitoring shall continue for a 
minimum of 3 years, or until success criteria are met; 

• Include appropriate remedial measures, such as replanting, erosion control or 
control of invasive plant species, if it is determined that success criteria are not 
being met; 

• Monitoring shall extend beyond the 3-year period if criteria are not being met 
unless otherwise noted by the County. If a catastrophic event occurs, such as 
fire, there will be a one-time replacement. If a second catastrophic event occurs, 
no replanting is required; and, 

• On-site restoration is preferred, but off-site may be considered if on-site areas 
are not available. Off-site restoration should be limited to areas within the 
Baldwin Hills Park Master Plan, as much as feasible. 

Step 5.c. – Selection of Mitigation Site 

The CSD proposes that native habitat restoration shall be implemented on the project site 
either through revegetation of disturbed (non-vegetated) or weed dominated areas or 
enhancement of degraded natural areas, including removal of non-native species and 
supplemental planting to increase plant diversity.  Based on the recommendations provided 
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in the NHMLACF Ecological Assessment (2001), the CSD recommends that the restoration 
and revegetation plan consider setting priorities for compensatory restoration of degraded 
native habitats that takes into account the potential for restoration to be successful 
(restoration potential) and the location of the area in relation to other habitats (habitat 
connectivity).  CSD Development Standard E.7.h states that restoration priority shall be 
given to areas of degraded habitat connecting areas of higher quality habitat and where 
restoration would produce larger corridors to support the migration and movement of wildlife. 
Higher priority rankings would get primary consideration for restoration projects. The 
following priority ratings are recommended:  

Priority 1: Existing habitat that is somewhat degraded with considerable non-native –
plant species but also contains a diversity of native plant species; the soils and 
natural topography are somewhat intact, and the habitat is of sufficient size that edge 
effects would be minor to moderate.  

 Priority 2: Existing habitat that is degraded and is dominated by non-native plant 
specie and presence and diversity of native plant species is low; the soils and natural 
topography arehighly modified; however, the area is identified as an important linkage 
between two or more areas of existing healthy habitat or areas high restoration 
potential and restoration would improve overall habitat function in a larger area or 
habitat connectivity. 

 Priority 3: Existing habitat is degraded and is dominated by non-native plant species 
and presence and diversity of native plant species is low; the soils and natural 
topography are highly modified; the area is not identified as an important area for 
habitat connectivity. 

 Low Priority: Existing habitat is highly degraded and is not vegetated or is dominated 
by non-native plant species or landscaping; the area is not adjacent to healthy habitat 
or habit with high restoration potential. 
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